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" F cmg opposition, Governor Carcieri says he Wﬂl
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arcieri backed down yesterday

out pay.
n aletterto 1eglslat1ve leaders
yesterday, Carcieri said the

rlough days had become unre-

go anng

:Now in order to balance ther:;'.._ Ty

budget the governor is. suggest!-

.3___ng;an across-the—board pay cut

_ad suggest a pay cut for state Workers

OVIDENCE.. —— Governor _
m a controversial plan to shut .

wn state government for sever-.
ays, sendmg employees home .

an'to save $9.6 million through

“alistic because several branches -
of state govemment refused to_.

L .for all state employees —1 per—

. . centthis year and three fourths of |
‘& percent next fiscal year — al-~
.. though : details. . of .that proposa.l

have yet to be worked ouit.
In his letter, Carcieri said that

rather than support his furlough
©_plan, a number of public officials |
~announced _their, “unwillingness
. to participate.” He then said they. -
-.include - Supreme Court Chief

- Justice Frank J. Williams, Lt.
Gov. Elizabeth H. Roberts and At-
torney General Patrick C 'Lynch -

While not mentioned

~the-furlough program.

%1 was disappointed. by -the |
outright. refusal of these. offi-
cials to be part of a solution to ;
. this ‘problem,” - Carcieri .wrote. -
“Rhode Island’s budget crisis is |
a statewide problem requiring

statewide cooperation. All parts

of state government must work
together to resolve thls prob—

lem.”

tive solutions.”

. “Unfortunately, the refusal of |
.major sections-of state govern- -
. ment:to participate.in the pro- |

posed :furlough days has .ten- :
dered the plan significantly less
workable -than originally con- .
templated,” the Republican gov-
-ernor wrote. “As a result, I'have
-determined that we must. now '

~look at other options.™

: 1t an e-mail to u:nversrty
staff. saymg he did- not ‘expect |
the university:to participate in

Carcieri. dtd thank the I-Iouse :
and Senate leadership; General |
Treasurer .Frank T. Caprio and |
Secretary - of State - A.  Ralph
Mollis - “for :signaling -their wil- |
lingness: to ‘work ‘with this ad- |
-ministration to devise coopera-

TOCH

The furtough plan was first
-announced in January as paitof
the governor’s budget plan-to

deal with'a projected $105-mil-
lion deficit in the current fiscal
year and $254 million in. the
year starting July 1.

. But ‘it was not until Friday
that Carcieri made -it official,
signing an executive order clos-
ing all of state government, ex-

four days between now and the

- cept for “essential” services for

-end of the fiscal year on June
-~ 30.- The first furlough day was

going to be March 30. The gov- .

- ernor ‘had also planned three

shutdown days in the next fiscal
:year. It appeared last night that

- those furlough days were also

scrapped
State -employee unions had

.opposed ‘Carcieri’s -plan from
the start:-and threatened either
~filing of grievances, unfair labor
practice. aIlegatrons or headmg :

te court,

Durmg the states bankmg :
crisis, in 1991, former. Demo-
cratic Gov, Bruce G. Sundiyn is- -
sued an executive order closing
state government. for-10 days :

and - ordering that “most ‘state

- workers not be pa1d for those;

days

courts did not rule on the legal-

ity of such shutdown days, say-:
ing that was a decision left up to |
“The :

the arbitration process.
courts refused to stop the gov-

ernor, saying if his actions were !
_later . found to be improper,;
'workers could be compensated.

- Ultimately, government orﬂyé
closed for three days — two un-|
paid. — after -the unions-and
Sundiun reached an agreement;

‘over a pay deferral plan. .-

In yesterday’s letter, Carcieri:
said he plans to ask the General’
Assembly to approve a pay re-|
duction for all state employees

.“affecting all branches, depart-
“ments and. agenmes of state |
‘He "said "his ad- .
ministration is “still formuilating
the’ exact detaﬂs of ﬂus new ;
. plan 2 Sl i

government.”

“The unions went to court to:
block the shutdown days but:
the ~Superior “and - Supreme!
courts sided with Sundlun. The:

-




“the governor saida vay. cut |
carries a number of ady. ntages,
He sazd it “apphes fau"ly to:each.
and every state’ employee, with- :
out exception,” He also called it

“a progresswe approach R
- “The more’ an’"e

eciate your recogm_ !

y: the grawty of the sta




